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The Landscape Simplified – Pastel/Oil 

Two-day Workshop with Barbara Courtney Jaenicke, PSA, IAPS-MC 

Quinlan Visual Arts Center 

April 28 & 29, 2014  

 

Painting the landscape can be overwhelming. Regardless of skill level or years of experience, most every 

artist still looks at that blank surface at the start of a painting and feels a bit of anxiety and panic, 

wondering “where do I start?” and “how do I imply all those details I see in the landscape without painting 

EVERYTHING?” 

In this studio workshop, we’ll cover some methods and techniques that will help you simplify your 

approach to landscape painting, especially in the beginning stages. The exercises we’ll cover will include 

block-in techniques and using a “minimal stroke” approach. 

Each day of the workshop will begin with a demonstration followed by plenty of individual help at the easel 

for the remainder of each day. 

 

Supply List 

PASTEL 

Pastels – Feel free to use your favorites if you already have a good range of values. I highly recommend organizing 

your pastels by value. If you plan to stock up a bit before the workshop, here are some of my favorites that I’ll use in 

my demonstrations: 

 Unison 

 Terry Ludwig 

 Schmincke 

 Sennelier  (the newer half sticks) 

NuPastels/Rembrandts – Have at least one fairly dark NuPastel (I use 244 blue violet), plus a small basic selection 

of Nupastels or Rembrandts for underpainting.  

Surface – During the workshop, I’ll work on Uart paper mounted to acid-free foamboard. I‘ve been using Uart 320 grit. 

I mount my paper with an acid-free spray adhesive. (Lately I’ve been using Scotch Photo Mount. If you choose to use 

this method, please mount your paper prior to the workshop.) Other premounted or rigid pastel surfaces will also 

work. Feel free to use the paper or support of your choice, keeping in mind that we’ll be using liquid underpaintings, 

and the surface should be able to accept liquid media. 

 Sizes/quantity - Plan to work on at least 2  11”x14”s each day.  

Artists tape  

Rubbing alcohol for underpainting 

Small jar for alcohol 
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Brush for underpainting – I use a #8 old/worn bristle brush, but many different types can be used.   

Cotton rag 

Backing board 

 

OIL 

Oil paint– Feel free to use your current palette of colors, although for the purposes of the exercises we’ll do, under 10 

colors would be best. My palette will likely include these (or similar) colors: Titanium White, Cad Yellow Lemon, Yellow 

Ochre, Cad Red, Alizarin, Burnt Umber, Ultramarine Blue, Cobalt Blue and Viridian. 

Surface – Panels may be best, but stretched canvas will be fine if that’s your preference. When working on a regular 

studio easel, I prefer to hinge my small panels to a backing board to keep all edges free. 

Sizes/quantity - Plan to work on at least 2  11”x14”s each day.  

 

Portable palette (or pochade/paintbox…there are easels at the Art Loft, but you may also use your own) 

Odorless mineral spirits 

Painting medium is optional (for the quick studies we’ll do, OMS will be sufficient) 

Variety of brushes ranging in size from 2 - 10.  (I use mostly flats and filberts.) 

Palette knife 

Paper towels 

 

 

ADDITIONAL SUPPLIES TO BRING (EITHER MEDIUM): 

 Small, inexpensive pad of tracing paper 

 A couple of pencils (any type) for thumbnails 

 

Reference Photos: 

Bring a variety of your own landscape photos that you typically work from. Have several options for each day. You may 
work from printed photos or from digital images on your laptop or iPad. IMPORTANT FOR THE EXERCIES WE’LL DO IN 
THIS WORKSHOP: Even if you plan to work from digital images, please also print out paper copies at a thumbnail size 
(roughly 3x4 or so), and if you're not working from digital images, also print larger copies. I typically work from 
thumbnail-sized photos printed out on regular printer paper (for composition purposes) along with digital images 
displayed on my laptop screen. 
 
You may work in either oil or pastel, or feel free to bring both. 

 


