Biography

Josiah Draper, celebrated for his luminous seascapes and expressive illustrative style, was an accomplished American
illustrator and respected art educator. Born in North Attleboro, Massachusetts, Draper pursued formal art training in New
York City, graduating from the renowned Pratt Institute in Brooklyn. He continued to refine his craft at the Grand Central
School of Art, studying illustration under master instructor Harvey Dunn. Draper later broadened his artistic influences
through additional study with noted artists Edgar Whitney, Paul Strisik, and John Pike.

During World War Il, Draper served in the United States Army, where his artistic abilities played a vital strategic role. He
developed detailed military maps used in the planning and execution of the Allied invasion of Normandy—an experience
that shaped both his discipline and his perspective as an artist.

Following the war, Draper joined the faculty of the Newark School of Fine and Industrial Art in New Jersey, teaching figure
illustration and guiding a new generation of artists. In 1953, he relocated to the Jacksonville, Florida area to serve as art
director, continuing his dual passions for creating and teaching art.

Throughout his career, Draper remained best known for his evocative seascapes, which capture the shifting moods,
rhythms, and atmospheres of the coastal environment with remarkable sensitivity and skill. His work reflects both technical
mastery and an abiding reverence for the natural world, earning him enduring respect within the artistic community.




