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Biography 

Lydia has been dabbling in art since childhood where she and her sister had their mother's dining room table consumed 

with art projects. Her father, being a Naval Officer, gave the family the opportunity to live and experience a wide variety 

of the beauty of this world. Lydia especially enjoys painting such beauty in flowers, plants and wild birds. She also has 

turned her brushwork to landscapes of sandy beaches and views of mountain vistas. Still lifes were the emphasis of her 

beginnings in oil painting and there is always a still life set up in her studio.  

After graduation from Florida State University with a degree in Interior Design, Lydia Waddell worked with several      

commercial Interior Design firms in Atlanta. In 1980 she lead her own firm and brought the business to Gainesville,   

Georgia upon her marriage to John A. Ferguson in 1987.  

Lydia was awarded the Quinlan Award in 2014 from the Quinlan Visual Art Center during that year's member show.  

Lydia has been a beekeeper for 15 years and is involved in volunteering with Northeast Georgia Medical Center Auxiliary 

and several other volunteering pursuits in Gainesville. Lydia is an active member of the Quinlan’s Board of Trustees.  


