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Biography 

Driven to be a poet, I spent my younger years writing volumes of poetry, studying Plato by a nearby       
waterfall in the park and getting my Masters in Humanities.    But, something happened in my last 6 credits 
towards my degree…..I took an art class.  In that class, somehow in over my head I managed to   put my 
poetry into paint.  My professor encouraged me to pursue art further and from there I took off to New 
Mexico to study color and form  in the desert at Ghost Ranch.   Later, I sold my life savings which was land 
in Colorado to go to The Art League and was fortunate enough to study under Wolf Kahn and Abert      
Handell.  Wolf Kahn would show us his pastels in a little cigar box and when asked if he was worried 
they’d break he’d say….”I have lots of chalk”.  Handell would encourage us to paint what we love and if we 
loved the ocean…live there.  He loved the woods. I learned spontaneity and passion from both of them.  

 I had a studio in Chinatown, DC before it was chic.   The building was actually “condemned” but it served 
many artists before they “renovated” the community. I did get to experience the “starving artist” life with 
rice and soup for lunch and cookies for dinner.  

 A free spirit, I will never be pinned down to a “style” or “subject matter”.   Art is breathing.  Each canvas 
offers an opportunity for that spontaneous breath of creativity  

 Art always has a story but it shouldn ’t be explained.  It either speaks to the viewer or it doesn ’t and if it 
doesn’t that’s ok….it’s not for them.  When a painting speaks to a viewer, it is theirs and they will never 
get it out of their mind till they bring it home. Truly, every painting   has a home, a person that will         
connect, as if it was painted just for them.   

I paint “the mystery”.   I only see a part of the painting, the viewer who makes the painting it ’s home tells 
me the rest.  That may be the best thing about the process, the connection!  

Many , or most, of the time, I start a painting with an idea, but the painting itself takes on it ’s own          
direction and I give way.  Sometimes theirs a struggle, other times I ’m ok with it. In the end, the painting 
wins and I wait to see what’s next.   

A magazine article written about me referred to me as   “painting with a poet’s soul” and it’s true.  I am 
closest to my work when I can step into it, become a part of it and it holds me captive till we ’re done.  I 
always leave beginning marks that I make on the canvas in my painting to show the journey.   

I have painted series of works and then …boom…something catches me …a sunset on a highway or a per-
son in a café alone and I’m off the series and on to that.  “I’m all over the place “ and I don’t 
‘apologize.  I’m living in the present and my work is present.   Some paintings come right off the canvas in 
“a minute” and others take years and even retakes 10 years later.   So, there is no…”how long did this 
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painting take you answer”. 

Recently I had a woman contact me about a poem she had written about one of my paintings.   The highest 
compliment.  I am thankful to paint, to communicate and in a way to serve the mystery.  
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