
Watercolor Portrait Workshop Supply List 
instructor:  Suzy Schultz 

Photo reference: 
Photo should have good lights and darks (not evenly lit), and be printed on good 
paper.  I normally get good photos with directional light, often placing the model 
beside a window, or open door.  If you are uncertain of the photo, please contact 
the Quinlan.  

Palette: 
Bring whatever palette and paints you normally use.  Be sure to have artist grade paints, and 
not student grade (avoid Winton and Cotman - they are student grade).  Each artist has their 
own palette that they are used to, but two colors I find to be invaluable on my palette are 
Cobalt Violet and Manganese Blue.  If you don’t already have those, I would get a tube of 
each.  

Paper  
(use cotton rag cold press - I like Arches brand): 
140# full sheet watercolor paper cut into halves or quarters, tape and gatorboard.  If you 
are new to watercolor, I would suggest getting cold press, instead of hot press. 

Brushes: 

Bring whatever brushes you currently have, but I would recommend: 

#10 or #12 round sable, sable/synthetic mix or synthetic brush: 

(Sables have gotten so expensive, that I’m recommending starting with a synthetic, and I 
recommend the Princeton Aqua Elite Series 4850 round size 12 (a nice, inexpensive synthetic 
brush) 

3/4” cat’s tongue oval wash soft hair (squirrel hair or synthetic substitute) 
this one or similar: https://www.artxpress.com/ccp9387-mary-whyte-squirrel-cat-s-tongue-wash-
ae801-06-ae801-06.htm 

#10 or #12 round soft hair brush, (squirrel hair) 

 smaller round brush for details 

Other 
A portable easel 
Large plastic container for water 



paper towels 
support for paper (like gatorboard) 
Masking tape 
pencils 
kneaded eraser


